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 Spring assessments are well underway, and we look forward to 
seeing the growth and success our students have achieved throughout 
the 2025–2026 school year. As we begin to wind down the current 
year, we are also actively preparing for the 2026–2027 school year. 
 April brings a full schedule of spring activities. The high school 
track team has already competed in two meets, and the junior high 
team is set to participate in the Boone Central meet in Albion on April 
7.  Several FFA state qualifiers competed at the State FFA Convention 
in Lincoln during the fourth week of March. 
FCCLA state qualifiers also participated in their state event in Lincoln 
the following week. In addition, our speech team will compete at the 
state meet in Kearney the final weekend of March. At the time of this 
writing, results were not yet available for any of the above activities. 
Please note the following important dates in April: 

April 1: No school for students; staff workday (Conference Music 
Contest hosted at our school) 

April 3 and April 6: No school (Easter Break) 
April 29: Honors Program for grades 7–12 in the gym; also, the fi-

nal day for our graduating seniors. 
 If you have any questions regarding these dates, please contact 
the school office. Thank you for your continued support, and we hope 
you have a great April. 
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Jay Martin, Director, School Safety and Security for Nebraska Department of  Education 
came back on Monday, March 23. He presented to the 6th-12th grade on Digital Wisdom 
& Resiliency Framework 

Finding Digital Engagement that Ensures Youth Well-Being  
  
Chatbots, A.I., and social media, continue to create tension between maximizing digital en-
gagement and ensuring youth safety. Digital platforms use surveillance and personal privacy 
tools with focused optimizing algorithms to capture personal data, time, and attention with 
insignificant regard to young users’ health & well-being. The digital platforms production to 
activate emotionally charged responses from youth exposes them to toxic and often harmful 
content with inadequate safeguards to protect them. 2025 youth digital engagement data 
show 71% encountered harmful content, while the same percentage of  youth have had a 
chatbot as their first companion, and 80% feel at risk of  online sexual exploitation & 
abuse. Building digital wisdom and resilience is needed for youth digital health & well-being. 
When engaged in Tech they must learn to SMILE. -
 Security, Management, Identity, Literacy, and Ethics. 
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On February 18, 2026, Jay Martin, who serves as the Director of 
School Safety and Security for the Nebraska Department of Edu-
cation presented to students in grades 6-12 on the effects 
of substance abuse, vaping, and alcohol. He talked about personal 
experiences where drugs and alcohol have had a huge impact on 
his life, including the loss of a brother. Jay brings with him over 
24 years of experience as a deputy sheriff in Nebraska as well as 
Colorado. He has worked with youth and educating youth for 
decades and also earned D.A.R.E. Officer of the Year.     
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Students from St. Edward Public School recently attended a Career Opportunity Fair at Central 
Community College, where they had the chance to explore a variety of career paths and con-
nect with professionals from many different industries. 

During the event, students visited with representatives from local businesses, organizations, 
and training programs to learn about career options, educational pathways, and the skills 
needed for success in the workforce. The fair provided a valuable opportunity for students to 
ask questions, gather information, and begin thinking about their future goals. 

Experiences like this help students make meaningful connections between their education and 
the opportunities that await them after graduation. St. Edward Public School appreciates the 
businesses and organizations that took time to share their knowledge and experiences with 
our students. 
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St. Edward Public Schools 
 

P.O. Box C 
St. Edward, NE 68660-0138 

Phone:  402-678-2282 
Fax:  402-678-2284 

 
Web Page:  

http://www.stedpublicschool.org 
St. Edward Beavers Public School on Facebook 

 

Upcoming Events:  

April 1st– NO SCHOOL-GRC Music Competition- 

 

April 3rd & April 6th– NO SCHOOL-EASTER BREAK 

 

April 13th-Preschool Open House-5:30pm 
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